CDC Releases Updated Guidance on Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for Use During Management of Ebola Virus Disease Patients

On October 20, 2014, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released “Guidance on Personal Protective Equipment To Be Used by Healthcare Workers During Management of Patients with Ebola Virus Disease in U.S. Hospitals, Including Procedures for Putting On (Donning) and Removing (Doffing),” an update to the previous guidance based on the evolving investigation of three Ebola cases in the US. 

This guidance, reviewed by US experts in treating Ebola patients and Doctors Without Borders, is located at http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/procedures-for-ppe.html.  This guidance contains detailed information on:

--Recommended Administrative and Environmental Controls for Healthcare Facilities

--Principles of PPE

--Importance of Training on Correct Use of PPE

--Use of a Trained Observer

--Designating Areas for PPE Donning and Doffing

--Selection of PPE for Healthcare Workers during Management of Ebola patients

--Recommended Personal Protective Equipment

--Recommended PPE for Trained Observer during Observations of PPE Doffing

--Preparing for Doffing

In addition, the CDC has released a fact sheet on this revised guidance located at http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2014/fs1020-ebola-personal-protective-equipment.html that summarizes changes and key points.  

For questions or additional information, please contact the ISDH Surveillance and Investigation Division at 317-233-7125.  Information on Ebola virus disease may also be found on the ISDH website at www.statehealth.in.gov or the CDC website at www.cdc.gov.

